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Mum; Sandwell council's
new girestor of fnance and
transformation, bringing an
end to a sicmanth stint

without anyone in the rele
hy.

CITY REVELLERS CAN RAISE A GLASS AS REVAMPED VENUES REOPEN i e o

STAFF REPORTER ! | g v Cretre
East council alter IS years

TWO Bimningham pubshave re- at the authority.

opened this week after benefling He takes over from

from & near

nillian cash injection

Sl Caniny.

“The Shg & Letouce in Beindleyplace

after Stoncgate

ts -

e premises fucing the nearby Watcrs
Edge bandstancl.

And the Brasshouse in Broad Street

reapened yostonday afiee the can-

pany paicd E3M4000 1o refurbish the

Brendan Arneldwhe joined

Grade W-listed venve, which dares
back 101781, ‘Sandwell council as interim
Mike Olley, general_ manager of 8 dirgetor of finance in

Westside BID, said: “Birminghams
golden mile of Broad Street and the

September last year,
Sancwell's new finance

surcounding area of West- chiedwill start as cash
side Is guing to be shining strapped Cheshire East
even mare brightly Council makes a request to
thanks to this near the government for E17.6m
) million i, . . A inemergency funding to
imvestment by L} | The Shg and Lettuce and, below, | | prevent the authority from
b (s 2 the Grashause bawebencliked Heclaring bankruptey,
The Brass: ol BENZIGE Miesirment The finance job,
house  was is

. asa
first opencd Becky Sauthern, head of marketing | section 151 officer, s ane of
as @ b by g " £ a the g & Leteee, sai nest | ahandful of roles the
Ansells 40 . to have the g development brings the Birmingham | council has to appoint by
years ago. hs ¥ revamped / 3 Sheg & Letuce into the fold of ournext. | taw,
re-gpening  on S generation sites as we comtinue 1o Last week, Sandwell
m-,'s Leap It e - maniter and tweak the eoncept & we | eouncil agreed b insrease
ar Day has created roll aut” counciltoxx by five per cent
18 new from of house The Investments by Sronegate are | to helpplug a £18m gap In
Jobs as well a5 an extea 15 din worth a cambined £954,000 and rnl s finances.
s outside. ow other major redevelo 5 2
Al fresco diners will sverlnok the the heart of Bimingham’s best foved Fresh bid to
wresque Birmingham Old Mai enteralnment area,
e Canal which runs below the On February 1, Verve Lounge build homes
cunt Black Sabbach Dridgc, home 1o opened in the home of the old nnbl.v; PLANS for niw homes
world-famous  Black Browns an Gas Street - with the prom- | have been submittedona
Sonab b Hench, itself cummently undier- ise of ather pans of the canal site where anapplication
gaing restomtion, Darilding 10 be redevelaged overtime. [cfhwpeswas refected
Chis Mason, nanager at the Brass- Meanwhilt, nightclub Snobs is set st year,
house, said: “The last investment 10 leave Smallhrook (ueensway this huﬂms&lhoﬂpmnl\sn

e Brasshomse was more than 10 g kY marhle and table wtekend - before wgin road | 85 Mimmings Road and
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Raids uncover hundreds of illegal vapes at two shops | o5

three houses, was rejected
RAIDS at twe Birmingham shops led to  had atso been visited in January 2023 The firm was advised to send a his information had either been after planners decided it

thediscavery of hundreds of ifegal following an allegation of counterfelt  “cease and desist letter” totheshop.  Kgnored or willully disregarded. Both wauld be “unjustified

Vapes, Gespite the awner Being warned  Vaping products Being sokl At the The 2mi ar 600 putf limit was put i actions are nat eansistent with good Qaraengranbing”. The new
about the practice befare. tim the 235istant manager was given  place to reduce the risk of nicoting practice by 8 licence holder” plan comprises one block
The Simply Local shaps in aVapes Advice Notice sayingthey  poisoningin children. He sald the licence given by the city | of apartments, car parking
Stephenson Street and New Street in must check thelr vaging products. Enforcement officer Paul Ellson, cauncil “confers on a busingss 8 and 3 communal garden.
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found t have hundreds of vapes which  New Street shap had been selling premises, even thaugh the owners of Gabind Mahal s the designated Ugpper Gornal could be
were abave the 600 pull or counterfeit vapingfercigs, frem alaw  the shaphad previously receivedan  premises supervisor for both steres. transtormed inte shap
twgemilliitee capacity limit, firen acting for SKE-Crystal, 8 advisory visit o vaping ande-cias and  The foence holder is Empire units i planners give the

premise: of disposable vapes. Hheir legality under UK law. (Birmningham) Ltd. qorahead
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The hidden parts of the new Snobs nightclub and
what they mean

We take a sneak peek inside the new Broad Street nightclub and discover a nod to the club’s 50 year history

o By Zoe Chamberlain Parenting Editor
WHAT'S ON Zoe Chamberiain
- Bookmark [] o O @ (O Comm
11:25, 4 MAR 2024

birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/music-ni...

Estimated Views 47 GK
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Engagements 6

Birmingham's New Street X
gets new store as owners Total number of social

say"it's a major milestone’ engagements

Best places to eat on
Mother's Day that
your mom will really
love

Ml New Patty Freaks
restaurant and bar
to open in Sutton
Coldfield

The dancefloor at Snobs - room by room secrets of Snob's new home

The countdown is on for the opening of the new Snobs nightclub in Brum. The
nightclub closed on Smallbrook Queensway on Saturday, March 2 ready to move
over 1o ts new location on Broad Street.

suicide pact killer
left four family

members dead in
*horrific and cruel

act’
There was a sell-out 'Great Big Clasing Party’ on the final night of the old club. The
: ; ; ; 9 Cruise holiday
new 1,450 capacity venue will be based in Cumberland House. Details of events at % warning issued to
the new club are already being shared on social media, including The 1975 Takeover s UK tourists and ‘it's

" crucial'
and a Fluorescent Adolescence Easter Special.

Owner Wayne Tracey has stripped what was the former Velvet Music Rooms venue
back to the brickwork to recreate his club. Ahead of the grand opening party on RECOMMENDED
Wednesday March 13, we take a sneak peek inside.
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Golden mile
raises a glass
to double pub
reopening

CITY pub-goers have been
ing after two Birmi

Chris Mason, manager at
h

watering holes reopened last
week,

fes of

a near £1 ion cash inj
from Britain's biggest pub com-

he Slug & Lettuce in erml](‘y-
place reopened last Friday after
Stonegate invested 630,000
refi its modern premises
arby Waters Edge

l‘lgmz, he
Bandstand.

And the Brasshouse in Broad
Street renpened just the day
Bbefore, after the company paid
£304,000 to refurbish the Grade
1-listed venue, which dates back
w1781,

Mike Olley, general manager
of Westside BID, said: “Binning
ham's golden mile of Broad Strect
andl the surrounding area of
Westside is going 1o be shining
even more brightly thanks ta this
£1 million investment by
Stonegate.

“The Brasshouse was first
opened as a pub by Ansells 40
vears ago. 1ts reapening last
week on Leap Year Day las
created 15 new front-of-house
jobs as well as anextra 15 dining
covers outside.

Al uvdll\l.nm]lu\l.rl(mk
the picturesqgue Birmingham Old
Main Line Canal, which runs
below the adjacent Black Sabbath
Bridge, home 1o Broad Street's
world-famous Black Sabbath
Bench, uselfcnrmmlg' umdergo-
ing restoration.

reproducad under license.

sa
investment into the Brasshouse
was more than 10 years ago, soil's
really g 1o have the space:
revamped.

“We want o make our pub the
ultimate place on Broad Street to
hatve a pint, a glass of wine ora
cocktail, whether you're an office
worker, weekend visitor or
party-goer”

The Slug & Lettuce refurlish-
ment ineludes a new colour
scheme, a VIP booth with marble
and tabletaps, mirrorballs,
murals, nean lights and “theari-
cal” cocktail glasses,

Becky Southern, head of
marketing at Shig & Lettuce, said:
“The latest development brings
the Birmingham Slug & Letuce
into the fold of our next genera-
tion sites as we contine 1o
monitor and tweak the concept
as we roll put”

The investments by Stonegate
are worth a combined £954,000

re,
On February 1, Verve Lounge
apened in the home of the old
Bobby Browns on Gas Street =
with the promise of other parts of
the canalside building to be
redeveloped over time.
Meanwhile, nightelub Snobs
has now left Smallbrook Queen-
swary and is due wo reopen in

Musie Rooms site on Marelh 13

Na further capying (including printing, digital reproduction | forwarding) is permilted except under licanse
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Golden mile raises
glass to double pub
opening
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The artist behind the murals
in a new nightclub

| Spray paint artist Daniel Russell-Ahern has decorated Snobs's new venue on Broad Street

Eleanor Lawson
BBC News, West Midlands

9 March 2024

An artist has been working into the night in a bid to get one of Birmingham's
legendary nightclubs open in time for business.

Snobs, a popular venue for Brummies since 1972, is due to open on Broad
Street, its third location, on Wednesday.

Spray-paint artist Daniel Russell-Ahern has been tasked with decorating the
three-roomed venue, with murals following the staircases.

"Because of the building work around me, | am working in near darkness on
the staircases, but it will all be finished on time and look great,” he said.

Top Stories

'He will come back’ - Israeli
hostage families cling to hope,
and demand a deal

16 hours age

@ LIVE Protesters defy Putin at
polling stations as he heads for
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‘Why Putin's fifth term as
Russian leader is beyond doubt
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Game of Thrones creators:
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e | ELEANOR LAWSON - BBC NEWS, WEST & eople
BEENEWS | mibLands Gone Wilder's widow Karen
| maren 9, 2024 at 3:58 AM n E E Boyaer recalls his touching last ¥
./.|‘|T wards in new documenteary A
An artist has been working into the night in a bid to get one of Birmingham's Ty ; : EStI mated VIeWS
legendary nightclubs epen in time for business. Kim Kardaghian jokes she's on d
her way to ‘find Kate’
Middleton
& Snobs, a popular venue for Brummies since 1972, is due to open on Broad . Estimated views
- Street, its third location, on Wednesday. Finance calculated based on
:IYB”"“"”“‘“:F e ' audience size and socia...
o Spray-paint artist Daniel Russell-Ahern has been tasked with decorating the Re;ﬁirah;t:szw this
three-roomed venue, with murals following the staircases, ek
® @ Yohoa Finance [ | P
" e Trped Whoat retirees can do right now ¥
G Because of the building work around me, | am working in near darkness onthe | " next year's taxas En a ements
staircases, but it will all be finished on time and look great,” he said. g g O
e Food
"At Snobs we are using spray cans, air brushes and hand painting technigues - © Cheapism Total humber of social
5 : " — The absolute best ice cream to
©} all with water-based paints. buy from the grocery store engagements

Inspiration has been taken from the club's previous incarnations at the @ che

Beneficial Building on Paradise Street and then at Smallbrook Queensway. The ~ These are the only peanut
butters worth buying

club had to move when planners voted to knock the buildings down.

Lighter Side
Mike Olley, general manager at Westside BID, said: "These modern murals look sy wiami Herale

fantastic, and are yet another reason for clubbers to come to the new Snobs! Powerball player Just misses
$623 millien jackpat — but still

We're hoping to introduce Daniel to other nightclubs in our area when they are wins big in New Jersey

: ; "
having refurbishments. @ southern Living

G & b & %

This Orlando thrift store is
where you can shop Disney's

Mr Russell-Ahern’s spray-painted murals have helped to launch the website lost & found
Mural Trader, which also offers work from fellow spray can artists Simon —

ports
Greenaway and Dan Hardeman. @ USATODAY

How te flil out your March
) ) ) ) ) Madness brackets for the bast
The website is making a difference to hospital life with murals including sea odds in NCAA Tournament

creatures in scenes that delight staff as much as the patients,
@ USA TODAY
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Snobs spray painter

Date: 11 March 2024
Page: 3

bs value’
propels

spray

paint

artist to

STAFF REPORTER

A CHANCE meeting when out
clubbing lies behind the skilled
interior decoration of the new
Snebs nightclub venue on Bread
Street, Birmingham.

The transformation of the for-
mer Vel usic Rooms site into a
madern reinvention of the city's
favourite nightclub is continuing
apace in time for its grand opening
this Wednesday (March 13)

And for spray-paint artist Daniel
Russell-Ahem, that means going
‘stairs crazy’ in a venue where the
staircases will e key to taking club-
bers on a journey though ce-
Toom site.

Daniel's big break came durmg an
lmplumplu meeting at the previous
incarnation of Snobs on Smallbrook

Capyright material - reproduced under license.
Na further copying (including printing, digital reproduction / forwarding) is permitied except under license

The 32 ye'u-old from Sutton Cold-
field, said: “1 was out with my gid-
nd, Lucy, who knew Snobs’ boss

e Tracey and introduced me to
when we were out clubbing,
When be said he was looking for
new artwork for the venue, Lucy said:
‘Daniel could do that!" And Wayne
simply said o me: “See you omer-
vow!™

Four years later, Daniel was asked to
work at the new 8nabs where he has
started painting every day before
dawn has even broken.

The criginal club opened in the
Beneficial Building on Paradise Street
in 1872, moving to Smallbrook Queen-
sway a decade age after Wayne
acquired the business in 2002,

'l'.l\e visual themes at those previous

ncarnations ha\u led Wayne, ci
architects Tibbats Abel and collabo:
rators like Daniel 1w create a new
n for Snabs 3.0
Daniel said: “At Snobs we are using
spray cans, air brushes and hand-
ainting technigues - all with water-
based paints. Because of the building
work around me, lam working in near
darkness an the staircases, but it will
all be finished on time and look great”
Mike Olley, gm\enl manager at
Wesiside BID, said: “These modern
murals look fantastic, and are yer
another reason for clubbers 1o come
o the new Snebs. We're hoping ta

introduce Daniel to other nightclubs.
in our area when they are having
refurbishments.”

Daniel’s spray-painted murals are
not just going to maximise the club's
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Date: 11 March 2024

Page: 3 eClips

updated  personality,  ‘They  have
helped launch muraltradercom - a
website that also offers woerk from fel-
low spray-can artists Simon Greena-
way and Dan Hardeman,

Orders are flooding in, and Mural

Trader is already making a difference
wo lifie at Bir-
mingham Chil-
dren's Haspi-
tal, with
sed-creature
scenes  and
other  murals
delighting staff
just as much as
the children.
“Patients have
been watching us work-
ing in the middle of the night
and broken down in tears” Daniel
revealed.

“There's nothing more rewarding
than deing hospitals - what a differ-
ence art makes for children.”

Mural Trader employs videographer
Tom Goddard to film major picces
as they are created, so he's been
alongside Daniel at Snobs every step
of the way.

Daniel  added:  “Tom  originally
taught me how tw paint using spray
cans, Thanks o him stanting me off,
I've worked out how to create real
depth, wsing layers of emulsion to
“trap’ glow-in-the-dark paints under
UV lighes”

‘Copyright material - reproduced under license,
Mo further copying (including printing, digital rep ion / lis i except under license
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Snobs artist Daniel Russell-Ahern's spray-painted |
murals bring joy to a wide range of customers.

I am working in near
darkness on the
staircases, but it will
all be finished on time
and look great.
Daniel
Russell-Ahern

‘Copyright material - reproduced under license,
Nao further copying (including printing, digital rep ion lis i except under license
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Meet the spray can artist behind
murals inside the new Snobs nightclub

A chance meeting when out clubbing lies behind the skilled interior decoration
of the new Snobs nightclub venue on Broad Street, Birmingham

The transformation of the former Velvet Music Rooms site inte a modern
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Birmingham businesses: What's
behind the high number of business
deaths in Birmingham?

New figures show that Birmingham had the highest amount of business closures in
2023 - business owners and leaders tell us about the challenges of running an
independent in the city
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Business owners in Birmingham have expressed concern following the news that

and live on Freeview channel 276

the city topped the list of UK areas with the most business deaths in 2023.

Across the city, 4,845 businesses closed last year, with over 2,000 business deaths
taking place in the first quarter of 2023, according to new research by Utility
Bidder, a company utility tariffs for business. Westminster came in second place,
with 4,450 business closures in 2023, with Leeds in third (2,970). Barnet (2,680)
and Manchester (2.675) made up the tov five cities with the hichest amount of
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L gismingham businesses: What's behind the high number of business deaths in Birmingham?
© Birmingham skyline

Business owners in Birmingham have expressed concern following the
news that the city topped the list of UK areas with the most business
Aesthe in 2072, ¥ v s

business deaths taking place in the first quarter of 2023, according to
new research by Utility Bidder, a company utility tariffs for business.
Westminster came in second place, with 4,450 business closures in
2023, with Leeds in third (2,970). Barnet (2,680) and Manchester (2,675)
made up the top five cities with the highest amount of business deaths
last year.
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Cherry blossom leaves
Birmingham square pretty in pink Estimated Views 490K
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Cherry blossom season is one of Japan's most beloved natural attractions, and it's become that too in Birmingham

By John Bray
BBC Mews, Birmingham

It's just yards from Birmingham's bustling Broad Street, the heart of the
city's entertainment district - but it feels like you've stepped into another,
maore tranquil, world.

Oozells Square at Brindleyplace once again looks pretty in pink as the annual
arrival of beautiful cherry blossom captivates visitors and photographers.

Birmingham's Ikon Gallery, whose windows look out on the spectacular scene
will celebrate the blossoms on Sunday 24 March.
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MARCH 28TH, 2024 AT 12:49PM  BY HESHER KEENAN o

Say what you will about their food, the weather, their dentistry, but the Brits know
how and respect their heavy metal roots, We've already seen them pay tribute to
Lemmy with a statue, save the old pub where Black Sabbath played their first gig, and

now through a concerted public effort the very special Black Sabbath Benchin BLUE OYSTER
1
Birmingham, U.K. has been completely refurbished for passersby to rest on and next \ EﬂERiITSE THE

to some cutouts of the band’s likenesses. METALSUCKS
PODCAST #532

Originally installed by Westside Business Improvement District back in June 2019, the Shost Stor

bench in question features images of Tony lommi, Ozzy Osbourne, Geezer Butler, and

READ MORE

Bill Ward on the back was located on the aptly renamed Black Sabbath Bridge.

Located just across the canal on what’s called the city's “golden mile” of Broad Street,

it's been a fixture of fans and enthusiasts of “engagement public art.”
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BLACK SABBATH Bench Returns
After Major Refurbishment

March 28, 2024

The warld-famous Black Sabbath Bench is back in place in Birmingham,
United Kingdom city center following a major refurbishment that includes
brand new heads for all band members.

The heavy metal bench was first installed by Westside Business
Imprevement District on the renamed Black Sabbath Bridge across the canal
on the city's "golden mile” of Broad Street back inJune 2019.

Since then, the bench has arguably become Birmingham and the West
Midlands' biggest-used piece of "engagement publicart”.

It was remaved in early February but has this week been returned to its much-
visited spot.
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=
The world-famous Black Sabbath Bench is back in place in Birmingham, United Kingdom city center
following a major refurbishment that includes brand new heads for all band members.

The heavy metal bench was first installed by Westside Business Improvement District on the renamed
Black Sabbath Bridge...
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BLACK SABBATH BENCH RETURNS AFTER
MAJOR REFURBISHMENT... WITH NEW
HEADS!; VIDEO

@ March 28, 2024, 4 days ago

LATEST

The world-famous Black Sabbath Bench is back in place in Birmingham city centre following a major
refurbishment that includes brand new heads for all band members,

The heavy metal bench was first installed by Westside Business Improvement District on the

renamed Black Sabbath Bridge across the canal en the city's 'golden mile’ of Broad Street back in June

2019. Since then, the bench has arguably become Birmi and the West Midlands’ biggest-used Sl
piece of ‘engagement public art’ It was removed in early February but has this week been returned to

its much-visited spot.

Mike Olley, general manager of Westside BID, explained that the bench had been previously cleaned
by specialists several times, but after nearly five years it had badly needed a complete restoration

Olley said: “Wind, rain, snow, ice and sunshine, along with the traffic fumes present in any city centre
had taken their toll on our prize tourist attraction. On top of this, the bench has had literally millions
of people sitting on it to take selfies for five long years - climbing on it, kissing it and hanging off it in
almest every way you can imagine,

“After all that wear and tear, we knew the bench needed a proper restoration, and so we were
delighted that we were able to do so with the help of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund,

“We carefully chose and commissioned Midtherm to carry out the work, a Dudley-based company
which specialises in all types of creative metalwork including laser cutting, enamels, fabrications and
stainless steel. They have done a tremendous job, replacing the heads and bench struts with a cleaner,
more streamlined material.
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city centre following major refurb

The world-famous Black Sabbath bench is back in place in Birmingham city
centre following a majer refurbishment that includes brand new heads for all

band members. Engagements 1.42K
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